
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTIIERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

CASE NO. 24-CR-20390-W lLLIAM S

IJNITED STATES OF AM ERICA,

JOHN CHRISTOPHER POLIT,

Defendant.
/

FACTUM Z PROFFER

The Unitéd States of Alerica (the ûûunited States'') and JOHN CHRISTOPHER POLIT

l '' ' '
,tthe Cçdefendanf'), stipulate and agrèe that the facts set fol'th herein are true and accufate and form

: a sufficientrbasis,for the defendant's plea of guilty to the money laundering conspiracy in violation '

of Title 18k, Upited Statesvcode, 'Section 1956(h), specifically, conspiring to knowingly engage in

a monçtary trahsaction, affecting interstate commerce, by, through, and to a financial institm ion,

' ih ctiminally 'derived projerty ott a value greater than $10,000 derived from specified unl>wful

activity, iri viplation ofTitle 18j United States Code, Section 1957. The specified unlawful activity .

was an offepje against a foreigntnàtion, specitk ally Ecuador, involving bribery of a public offcial,

' 
' énd the 'mijappropriation, theft, and embezzlement of public funds by and for the benefit of a

public 'official, as' proyidçd by Title 18, United States Code, Section 1956(c)(7)(B)(iv). The

defendant also stipulates aizd agrees that the facts set fol'th herein fonn a sufficient basis for the

forfeiture money judgment amount of $16,510,000.

Hadethis matter proceeded'to trial, the defendant stipulates and agrees that the government

; . w6uld haveproven the facts allegedlbelow beyond a reasonable doubt and the forfeiture allegations

.. 
' 
. .: set forth in the lndictment by a preponderance of the evidence.
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Backeround

,
' 

. 
' 
,:' The defendant was''a United: States citizen residing in the Southern District of Florida and

' 

R) csn Polit. Faggioni (tçcarlos Polit''). The defendant controlled severalwafs the son of Jcarlos, am

companies' intorpdràted' 'in Flöridâ with bank accounts in the Southern District of .Florida,

including Florida Company 1.

' 
. 
' r . Carloj Poljt was a citizen of Ecuador, the United States,' and ltaly, qnd served as the

( , .' ' 
. 

' ' Cdmptfollér. General.of Ecuadof from in or around 2007 to 2017. Ecuador created the office of

comptroller'td.preverit fraùd and. cofruption relating to the use of Ecuador'j 'public funds. In that.

rolé', C arlos Polit had thç 'powerk'to initiate investigations, to impose fines, ând to prepare reports

: . ' . . ' ' rélating to the'misuse of public funds, including recom mending prosecutions.

Intermddial:y rcomp'anies 1., 2, and 3 (together, the ''Intermediary Cvmpanies'') maintained
. 

'

bank accounts in Panam a.

. . . . . .' . 
. L' ' Odèbrecht S'.A. 'Was'' 'a . Brazilian holding company that, through its subsidiaries and '

; ,. i: '' . compahies in whiçh :it was ammàjority. shareholder (collectively ''Odebrecht''), conducted business

r.. : 
'in.m ultiple ind ustriesj i.pcluding. epgineering, construction, infrastructure, energy, chemicgls,

utilities, and real ejtàtel Odèbrechtfhad its headquaders in Salvgdor, state of Bahia, Brazil, and

operated in at least 27 other countries, including Ecuador.

' ' '
. 
'' Co-C ohspiràtôr (l. ', an Cindividual whose identity is known to thè G,rand Jury, Fas a senior

. .. . '. manager àt 'Odebrecht from 'ap/roximétely 2010 to 2016, whose regional responsibility ipcluded

Ecuador.
. 

'

' ' S
.
2. ' 

'

: , .' '' ''Segums.sucie SCA'; arfd Rocaforte Seguros S.A. (together, Etseguros Spcre'') were state-

.,'. .
' ' ,'è ' 'îL '; ' Juan Ribaà Domenich (çvuan Ribas'') was the Chairman of Seguros Sucre.
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' Co-conspirator 2, an individual whose identity is known to the Grand Jury, was an

Ecuadorian.businessperson who was an insurance broker on certain contfacts with Seguros, Sucre.

The Odebrecht Bribery Schem e

' Beginning in or' ground 20t.,0, and continuing until at least December 2018, the defendant . C

laundered the 'proceeds 'of .bribes 'that Carlos Polit solicited and received from Odebrecht in

exchange for using 'C arloj Polit's. official position and influence âs comptroller of .Ecttador to ,

'rembve 'and prevent the imposition bf' large fines on Odebrecht by the comptroller's öffice telating ,

to Odebrecht's construction projects in Ecuador.

. Specifically; from 2010 to 2014, Co-conspirator 1 caused Odebrecht to pay approximately

. $11:9 million in cashbribes to Carlös Polit to intluence official actions by Ecuador's compttollbr

bftice to bbnefit Odèbrecht and its business in Ecuador. The defendant laundered some bf theàe t :

.
' 

. 
' bribed by receiving proceèds frolzi these cash bribes and laundering those funds into South Florida.

. 
'

. For example, in or around 201.3. and 2014, Carlos Polit provided cash to' Co-conspirator 2 in '

,
.'' 'EcuadorizThe 'defendant subsequently directed Co-conspirator 2 to wire transfer' approkilpately J ' .

. . .$398,000 to accounts in South Florida'ùontrolled by the defendant.

In.or'around 20.1'49 Co-colisjirator 1 caused Odebrecht to pay approximately $4.1 .million

in wire transfer bribes to, Carlos Polit to influence official actions by Ecuador's comptroller.office

'.' to benefit Odebrechttand 'its business in Europe. The defendant laundered these funds by 'caùsing. ,'

.the 0 debrecht bribes .to be sent to accounts in Panama and then transferred to accounts.in 'South: :'.

' Florida.' 'Specificallf, the defendant provided bank accounts of the Intermediary Cpmpanies in

'Panam a to Carlos Polit, who subsequently provided those bank accounts tq Odebrecht: Odebiecht' '

paid a//rokimately $4k1 million in bribes for Carlos Polit via wire transfers to the:lhtentledialy ;
. 

'

'
. . . 

' Companies' in Pahanta. These ihternational wire transfers cleared through U.S. contspofldent , , '.,
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; '

1 . ,

.
'
'
. . 

' 
L.
''
,, 

' banks.' , Aftetwards, at the directio'n of the defendant, the Interm ediary Corppanies transferred these

;.
' E . E'' 1 . fuhdg to the. accopnt of iFlorida' Coinpany 1 in South Florida controlled by the defendant. Eor

' :' 
...' ' ! ' . .example, pn M arch 22,..2016, Intermediary Company 3 transferred approximately $3.4 million.to'

: . : ,'' 
. 
'F.. .. , ,': r.an':'account of Floridé Compariy 1 in South Florida. Sim ilarly, on or about October 79 2016, : '

. ' ' 
'
'' ' ' '

. llkermediate Comjaùy, 1.. trénsferred. àpproximately $34 300 to an account of Florida Company 1 '- . ( ... . ,

. in the Southern District of Florida. .

, .7:r. ,' : f ?2.. ' ' . The Seauro Sucre Briberv Scheme ' . . '

. ': '. 
' 

.
' 

,f, .'' . 
' ' ' In oraround 2015, 'the'defendant laundered the proceeds of bribes that Carlos Polit solicited': !

'' 
.
: . .'

. : ' , . and fec4ived fm nb Cosconspiratùr 2 in exchange for Carlos Polit using his official position tö .

'. 
'' ','''! .' : ... : influence'thè award; of co'qtracts from' Seguro Sucre to Co-conspirator 2. Specifically, in (Jr around . '

: '' .:, :.. ' .r' ..';'.f,:'t:,201'5, C arlos Polit.used .h. is official p. osition to cause Juan Ribas (then heab of Seguros Sucfe) to ;

h ' k 'iE . ' .k.. .. 1 ''.tawatd to ' Sdjuroj .sucre donttacts in a manner that benefitted Co-conspirator 2's cbmpany: .

' 
' : ' ';- ':1 ! l ' Aftenkards,'cc' arlos' Polit : directed Co-conspirator 2 to coordinate with tàe defendant on the , ' '

. . '

.) . c '.'' : . . c payment bf bribery 'funds for.carloj .polit's benefit. ln or around llecembçr 2015, the defçndaflt : .
. 

'

. .. ;

. . :. t . r,',
. 

.' ) ; ; .direbted .co.-ctjnspirator'z sto'makè a transfer of approximately $510,000 to an account in South. ' .

k .' ,, '' !''
.
':' .. : tFlorida controlled by the defendant. After the transfer was made, the defendant caused a false and

, ., 
' , . - 

..
'' : .:k'' . , 'fpuduleht'invoice.to be issued to Co-conspirator 2 relating to the bribe payment. ' . '

. ' , '1..' .é (, ' :j' ' .!' . )..,...... , . The M oney Launderina ' ' g : -. ' . . . .. ... . , . .

,

' 
'
. è ' :: .

' 
.
r'k ' 

. , 
' 

. 
Thexdefendant catlsed funds from the Odebrecht and Sçguro Sucre bribery schemes to.be'.. '' .

'
.t'' . : . ' ' ':. .'. launderedr.into', bank âccotlnts' in'athb . Southern District of Florida and used for investmènts,... . , ' '

1
' 't. ! .''' cî' 

. ! ' . primarily' 'in real estate, 'lcnowing ör being willfully blind to thé fact that the funds cam e from ,. ' ' '

:' . . . '' '. ; ' f :t)',T. '. . i bribery'. ' : For,example, in M ay 2016, the defendant caused funds from the Odebrecht briber#- .'.

ê : ' .)' '. . , ' 'J ' ' ' 
.séhetne to be.used to'purbhase an office building in Coral Gables for $2.6 million in the namegtof

J-g kfl.

4 
'
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a company controlled by the defendant. Sim ilarly, the defendant used funds from the Odebrecht

' ''.' , and Segum .sucre bribery.schemes to upgrade a residential property in Coral Gables held in the

'.name,of a company.controlled by the defendant. This residence was sold for an approxim ately

.$1.4 millionaprofit in, 201.7. In Apri.l 2017, the defendant caused a transfer of approximately $3.6

millign (the proceeds fromithe sale of the property) to an account in South Florida controlled by

the defendant.

1n' total, the dbfendant laundered approximately $16,510,000 in proceeds from Carlos

Polit's bribery scheme into various investments, including real estate and other businesses, in

South Flbridaaand elsewherù.The defendant knew or was willfully blind that these funds cam e

from Carlos Polit's bribery schem es.

(Intentionally Left Blankj
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,

' 'The preceding'qtâterhent is a summary, made for the purpose of providinj the Court.with ' .

C .

' ' a factualrbasis for the defendant's guilty plea to the charge against him . It does not include all the '

' ' , . facts. .kn. own lo' the defçndanf 'or' thè United States concerning. criminal activity in which thè

. defendantand ùthqrs enkaged.' The defendant makes this statepwnt knowingly and voluntarilyand ' - '

because he is in fact guilty of th: crlme charged.

p GLENN S. LEON ' '
7

s. EPART T OF JUjTI'' 
. N

'

.,. I ( J&  O ' '. .' ' ' .. . . . . . l , . ;

ALEXA#DER KRAMER
ASSISTANT CHIEF .

M ARKENZY LAPOINTE
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

V C
yz 2 gJ zdr  :
M ICHAEL N . BERGER
SEM OR LITIGATJQN COUNS/L

) /. :) w-zaa ojDate: '

AL . D R.
ArrO vyqRosvsioA

JO STOPHER POLIT
DE ANT

6
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